
A Decade 
in the 
History 
of the 
Crown 
of Spain

Felipe VI

“In the life of Spain,  
the Crown is now 
indissolubly linked 
with democracy  
and freedom.”
His Majesty King Felipe VI, 2018
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On 19 June 2014, Don Felipe de Borbón y Grecia was proclaimed King 
of Spain by the Cortes Generales, the full Spanish parliament assembled 
in an extraordinary joint session of the Congress and the Senate.

That day was the start of the reign of Felipe VI, then 46 years old, who 
had already undergone years of intense preparation for his duties, com-
bining military and civil training with a long experience of institutional 
representation that had begun with his first official ceremony as Prince 
of Asturias in Oviedo in 1981, when he was just 13.

In the seat of Spain’s national sovereignty, Felipe VI swore to perform his 
duties in accordance with the Spanish Constitution, a supreme ruling 
which he promised to “uphold and cause to be upheld.”

In his first message to the Spaniards as their King, Felipe VI announced 
his wish to work towards “a renewed monarchy for a new time,” and to 
submit his constitutional mandate to the principles of exemplary fulfil-
ment of his institutional duties and transparency in the performance of 
his civic tasks, both in the national framework and in the field of foreign 
relations. After ten years as the head of the Crown, the Spaniards can be 
rest assured that the promise made in 2014 has been scrupulously kept.

The first decade of Felipe VI’s reign has been a complex period of great 
challenges both in the Spanish context and in the international arena. 
At a time of profound transformations, including a global health crisis, 
the King has fulfilled his commitment to act as a moderating element 
within the State institutions. Throughout these years, King Felipe VI and 
Queen Letizia have shown a human side that has been successfully attuned 
to the mood of society.

The images in this publication recall some of the outstanding moments 
of the ten years of this reign, demonstrating the intense work carried out 
by a monarch who is fully committed to serving his country and his people. 
That commitment was reaffirmed before the parliamentary assembly on 
31 October 2023, when the Princess of Asturias, Doña Leonor de Borbón 
y Ortiz, took the oath to uphold the Constitution upon coming of age 
and formally acquiring the status of heir to the Spanish Crown.

25,000  
people received 
in audience

4,000 
activities

3,190 
audiences

269  
Heads of State  
and foreign  
authorities  
received  
in Spain

197  
journeys  
abroad

“The King, on being proclaimed before the full parliament 
assembled in the Cortes Generales, will take the oath 
to perform his duties faithfully, uphold the Constitution 
and laws and cause them to be upheld, and respect the 
rights of the citizens and of the Autonomous Regions.”

Spanish Constitution (1978), Art. 61.1
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A renewed monarchy  
for a new time1

Renewing the institution to adapt it to the chal­
lenges of the present was one of the commitments 
voiced by Felipe VI in the speech in which he opened 
his reign. From the start, the monarch recognised 
that these desires had to find expression in deeds, 
and that major challenges would have to be con­
fronted.

Among those challenges, Felipe VI mentioned 
the need to boost people’s confidence in their insti­
tutions and to preserve coexistence and under­
standing over and above differences, as in a “united 
and diverse Spain, based on the equality of all Span­
iards, solidarity among the nation’s peoples and 
respect for the law, there is room for us all, for every 
type of sentiment and sensitivities, and for every way 
of feeling Spanish.”

Felipe VI stressed the need to observe a “con­
duct of integrity, honesty and transparency,” as only 
by preserving the “prestige” and “dignity of the insti­
tution” will the Crown be able to gain the “apprecia­
tion, respect and confidence” of the citizenry.

The King, who was to distinguish himself dur­
ing his ten years on the throne through his ability 
to understand the citizens’ expectations, set limits 
from the start on the sentiments, which “must never 
confront, divide or exclude, but must rather under­
stand, respect, coexist and share.”

For Felipe VI, proximity to the people’s prob­
lems meant assuming the “moral duty” of caring 
for the most vulnerable, and of establishing the 
struggle against unemployment as “a priority for 
society and the State.” It also meant declaring his 
solidarity with the victims of terrorism: “the victory 
of the rule of law, together with our greatest com­
passion, will be the fullest recognition of the digni­
ty they deserve.”

After describing himself as “a loyal Head of 
State who is ready to listen, understand, advert 
and advise, and also always to defend the general 
interests,” Felipe VI concluded his first speech as 
King by quoting Don Quixote: “a man is not more 
than any other if he does not do more than any 
other.” He ended by saying: “I feel proud of the 
Spaniards, and nothing would do me greater hon­
our than enabling the Spaniards with my daily 
work and effort to feel proud of their new King.”

The King and Queen, their 
daughters Princess Leonor 
and Infanta Sofía, and King 
Juan Carlos I and Queen Sofía 
appear on the central balcony 
of the Royal Palace to greet 
the crowd that has gathered 
to pay tribute to them 
after the proclamation, 
19 June 2014.
© Javier Etxezarreta / Agencia EFE

King Felipe VI and 
Queen Letizia ride down 
Madrid’s Gran Vía escorted 
by the Royal Guard on their 
way to the Royal Palace 
after the proclamation held 
at the Congress, 19 June 2014.
© Carlos Rosillo / El País
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Commitment to society2
On the first anniversary  
of the King’s proclamation, 
the King and Queen preside 
over a ceremony at the 
Royal Palace for the award 
of the Order of Civil Merit 
to 38 citizens selected by 
different economic, cultural 
and social organisations in 
recognition of their personal 
commitment and social 
contribution, 19 June 2015.
© Casa de S. M. el Rey

The King and Queen preside 
over the State Tribute to 
the victims of the coronavirus 
pandemic in Spain on the 
Parade Ground of the 
Royal Palace in Madrid,  
16 July 2020. By the middle 
of July 2020, the coronavirus 
had taken the lives of more 
than 28,400 people in Spain. 
The ceremony brought 
together representatives 
of international institutions 
and of the principal Spanish 
political parties, as well as 
all the presidents of Spain’s 
Autonomous Regions and 
the Government of Spain in 
full assembly.
© Andrea Comas / El País

In Ermua (Vizcaya), the King 
presides over the homage 
to the Victims of Terrorism 
held to mark the 
25th anniversary of the 
kidnapping and assassination 
by ETA of Miguel Ángel Blanco, 
10 July 2022. Felipe VI once 
more emphasised the 
unshakeable commitment 
of the institution he represents 
to the victims of terrorism, to 
whom he has always shown 
his staunch support.
© Casa de S. M. el Rey

“The Parliamentary Monarchy must 
be open and committed to the society 
it serves; it must be a faithful and loyal 
interpreter of the hopes and aspirations 
of the citizens; and it must share their 
successes and failures, feeling them 
as its own.”

His Majesty King Felipe VI, 19 June 2014

One feature that characterises the Spanish Royal Family is its passion for sport and its support for 
Spanish athletes. Faithful to this commitment, the King was eager to show his support from the 
stand for Rafael Nadal, who won the Roland Garros tournament for the fourteenth time on 5 June 
2022; and the Queen and Infanta Sofía joined in with the celebration of the Spanish women’s 
football team’s victory in the World Cup held in Australia and New Zealand, 20 August 2023.
© Ryan Pierse / Getty Images. © Casa de S. M. el Rey

Queen Letizia, who has concentrated her support for causes 
like education, scientific research, mental health and the fight 
against cancer, presides over the o fficial presentation of 
the AECC’s “Everyone against cancer” campaign, 2 February 2023.
© Casa de S. M. el Rey

The King and Queen preside over the prizegiving ceremony of the Princess of Asturias Awards in the city of Oviedo,  
20 October 2017. On the 60th anniversary of the Treaty of Rome, the European Union was granted the Award for Concord.  
The distinction was presented by the King to the presidents of the three fundamental EU institutions: Antonio Tajani,  
of the European Parliament; Donald Tusk, of the Council of Europe; and Jean-Claude Juncker, of the European Commission.
© Casa de S. M. el Rey

The poet Joan Margarit reads some of his poems to the King and Queen after being awarded 
the 2019 Miguel de Cervantes Prize for Literature in the Castilian Language in a private 
ceremony held at the Palacio Albéniz in Barcelona on 21 December 2020. The event had 
been postponed because of the coronavirus restrictions.
© Casa de S. M. el Rey

The King and Queen preside over the inauguration of the 
43rd International Contemporary Art Fair-ARCO Madrid, an 
essential stage on the international circuit for the promotion 
and diffusion of artistic creation, 6 March 2024.
© Casa de S. M. el Rey
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Unity and democracy3

On the occasion of the 40th anniversary of 
the Spanish Constitution, the full parliamentary 
assembly of the Cortes Generales attended a 
formal commemorative session at the Congress 
on 6 December 2018. In front of those present, who 
included all Spain’s former Prime Ministers, Felipe VI 
analysed the transcendental significance of the 
Constitution in the culmination of the process that 
led Spain from dictatorship to democracy.
© Casa de S. M. el Rey

Following a tradition established at the end 
of the 18th century by King Carlos III, the King 
presided for the first time over the Pascua Militar,  
the Military New Year celebrations, on 6 January 2015.
© Ernesto Agudo / Archivo ABC

“The King is the Head of 
State, the symbol of its 
unity and permanence. 
He arbitrates and 
moderates the regular 
functioning of the 
institutions, he assumes 
the highest representation 
of the Spanish State in 
international relations, 
especially with the nations 
of its historic community, 
and he performs the 
functions expressly 
attributed to him by the 
Constitution and the laws.”

Spanish Constitution (1978), Art. 56.1

International dimension4

Felipe VI speaks at the United Nations Sustainable Development Summit held in New York,  
which saw the adoption of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals to be attained by the world  
over the next 15 years, 25 September 2015.
© Casa de S. M. el Rey

The Queen visits the hostel set up in the Instituto Patria high 
school in La Lima during her humanitarian aid trip to Honduras, 
16 December 2020.
© Casa de S. M. el Rey

The King talks to the Spanish troops deployed  
on military surveillance and advisory missions in Iraq,  
30 January 2019.
© Chema Moya / Agencia EFE

The King receives the President of the United States, Joe Biden, at the Royal Palace 
before the start of the 32nd NATO Summit, held in Madrid to commemorate  
the 40th anniversary of Spain’s membership of the alliance, 28 June 2022.
© Juanjo Martín / Agencia EFE

The King attends the official opening at the 
Monastery of Yuso, San Millán de la Cogolla 
(La Rioja), of the 21st Conference of Presidents 
of Autonomous Regions, 31 July 2020.
© Casa de S. M. el Rey
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Projection into the future5

Accompanied by the King and Queen, 
the Princess of Asturias signs the Book 
of Honour of the Congress after coming of 
age and formally swearing loyalty to the 
Constitution in front of the full parliamentary 
assembly of the Cortes Generales, 
31 October 2023.
© Casa de S. M. el Rey

“When the Crown Prince comes of 
age, . . . he will take the same oath 
[to perform his functions dutifully, 
to uphold the Constitution and the laws 
and cause them to be upheld, and to 
respect the rights of the citizens and 
of the Autonomous Regions], as well 
as pledging fidelity to the King.”

Spanish Constitution (1978), Art. 61.2

On the day of her 18th birthday, the Princess of 
Asturias swore as the formal heir to the Spanish 
Crown to abide by the Spanish Constitution in front 
of the full parliamentary assembly of the Cortes 
Generales, which had met in a joint session of the 
Congress and the Senate, 31 October 2023.
© Casa de S. M. el Rey

The Princess of Asturias 
swears loyalty to the flag at 
the General Military Academy 
of Zaragoza during the 
traditional ceremony presided 
over by the King and Queen, 
7 October 2023. Her military 
training will last three years 
and will also include courses 
at the Naval School of Marín 
(Pontevedra) and the General 
Air Force Academy of 
San Javier (Murcia).
© Samuel Sánchez / El País

On the day of his 
50th birthday, Felipe VI 
invested Princess Leonor with 
the collar of the Illustrious 
Order of the Golden Fleece, 
the highest decoration of the 
Spanish Crown, 30 January 
2018. King Felipe exhorted 
the Princess to embrace the 
values of dignity, exemplarity 
and honesty.
© Carlos R. Álvarez / Getty Images

The swearing of the oath of 
loyalty to the Constitution by 
the Princess of Asturias is a 
new milestone in the history 
of the Crown of Spain and 
the future of the country. 
By taking the oath, the 
Princess of Asturias promised 
to “perform my functions 
dutifully, uphold the 
Constitution and the laws and 
cause them to be upheld, 
and respect the rights of 
the citizens and of the 
Autonomous Regions, 
pledging fidelity to the King.” 
This ceremony represents the 
continuity of the monarchic 
institution and its commitment 
to the democratic principles 
laid down in the Spanish 
Constitution.
© Agencia EFE

“I ask you to place  
your trust in me, 
as I have all my trust 
placed in the future 
of our nation, in the 
future of Spain.”
Her Royal Highness the Princess of Asturias, 2023



12 A DECADE IN THE HISTORY OF THE CROWN OF SPAIN

Diputación Permanente y Consejo de la Grandeza de España  
y Títulos del Reino / Fundación Cultural de la Nobleza Española
Cristina de Ulloa Solís-Beaumont, Duchess of Arcos
Dean / President

Enrique Lasso de la Vega Valdenebro, Count of Casa Galindo
Secretary / Patron

Borja de Arteaga Fierro, Marquis of Vivola
Treasurer

José María Sanz-Magallón Rezusta, Marquis of San Adrián
Councillor / Secretary

Patrimonio Nacional
Ana de la Cueva Fernández
President of the Board

María Dolores Menéndez Company
Managing Director

Leticia Ruiz Gómez
Director of the Royal Collections
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Direction and coordination
José María Sanz-Magallón Rezusta, Marquis of San Adrián
Secretary of the Fundación Cultural de la Nobleza Española

Carmen Cabeza Gil-Casares
Head of Exhibitions and Publications Department of Patrimonio Nacional

Isabel Morán Suárez
Coordinator of Temporary Exhibitions of Patrimonio Nacional

María Dolores López Marín
Coordinator of Publications of Patrimonio Nacional

Exhibition

Curators
Enrique Moradiellos García
Real Academia de la Historia

Publio López Mondéjar
Real Academia de Bellas Artes de San Fernando

Graphic editor  
Beatriz Palomo Méndez

Museography
Francisco Bocanegra

Video and web
TBS

Principal benefactors: Fundación Casa de Albayda y de la 
Conquista; Dukes of Alba de Tormes and of La Victoria de las 
Amezcoas; Marquises of Moratalla, of La Romana, of Taurisano, 
Dowager of Taurisano and of Vivola; Counts of El Peñón de la Vega.

Benefactors: Dukes of Arcos, of Estremera, of Huéscar, of 
El Infantado, of Medina Sidonia, of Pastrana and of Tetuán; 
Marquises of Albayda, of Ariza, of El Bosch de Arés, of Campo Real, 
of Castelfuerte, of Encinares, Dowager of Eslava, of Estepa, of Grigny, 
of Hoyos, of Mairena, of Los Palacios, of Patiño, of Pescara, of Puebla 
de Cazalla, of Salvatierra, of San Adrián, of Santa Cruz and of El Valle 
de Tena; Countess of El Asalto; Counts of Casa Galindo, of Casa 
Valiente, of Godó, of Polentinos and of El Valle de Suchil; Viscounts 
of La Armería and of Banderas; Barons of Algerrí and of Lluriach; 
Doña Alicia Koplowitz Romero de Juseu, Doña Mercedes Redondo 
Sanz-Bachiller, Doña Micaela Valdés Ozores, Don José Benjumea 
Benjumea and Don José Ignacio Benjumea Cabeza de Vaca.

Contributors: ABC, El País, Ediciones El Viso, Fundación Notariado, 
World Jurist Association / World Law Foundation.
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This publication has been produced for the exhibition 
“Felipe VI. A decade in the history of the Crown of Spain,” 
inaugurated at the Royal Palace in Madrid in June 2024.

The Royal Family in the gardens 
of the Royal Palace in Madrid, 
April 2024.
© Casa de S. M. el Rey

“Our obligation is to 
bequeath to you the 
best of the Spain we 
have received from 
previous generations. 
It is the Spain of 
liberty, coexistence 
and progress.”
His Majesty King Felipe VI, 2023


